Table 1. Means and coefficients of variation (CV%) of growth performance attributes in the present study

Genetic Live body weight () at: Daily weight gain from : Growth rate (%) from:
group 4wks 8wks 12 wks 4 -8wks 8-12 wks 4-12 wks 4-8wks | 8-12wks 4-12 wks
Mean cv Mean cv Mean CV | Mean CV | Mean CV | Mean CV] Mean CV| Mean CV | Mean cv
Pure breeds
NN | 53792 2841 | 110417 1560 | 168708 1470 2022 1598 | 2082 2212| 2052 1061]| 70.74 19.69 | 4189 17.07 1048 1059
PP | 44308 3098 | 112346 1404 | 175923 1230 243 1552 2271 1955 235 754 888 1798 | 4429 1683 | 12104 973
FF| 49642 815 11825  385| 186042 545 245 721 2421 868 | 2436 731]| 8185 792 | 4448 455| 11574 513
Direct crosses
NF | 48333 2765 | 1009.17 19.88 | 157222 17.02| 1878 26.57 2011 1918 | 1944 1671 7135 2428 4407 1697 | 10691 1215
NP | 43208 279 99042 1584 | 161667 741| 1994 2308| 2237 1827 | 2115 1201| 80.12 3108 4877 2312 | 11664 169
FP| 43933 1191 | 103167 1366 | 170033 967 | 2115 2279 2388 1306, 2252 1186 799 1803 4932 1615 | 11775 655
Reciprocal crosses
FN | 45808 119 | 112923 9.06| 189154 595 2397 999 2723 1915 256 907| 847 700 5055 2044 | 12197 719
PN 440 2404 | 102643 1908 | 190036 17.03| 2095 1941 | 3121 1776 2608 16.32| 80.72 1348 | 6007 1033 | 12543 691
PF| 44393 3188 | 113357 2431 | 185786 24.78| 2463 2299 2587 286, 2525 2356| 8826 1286 4851 1685 | 12361 564

a: NN= New Zealand White; PP = Papillon; FF= Flemish Giant; NF= New Zealand White x Flemish Giant; NP = New Zealand White x Papillon; FP =
Flemish Giant x Papillon; FN = Flemish Giant x New Zealand White; PN = Papillon x New Zealand White; PF = Papillon x Flemish Giant
CV/(%)= Coefficient variation



Table 2. Simple correlation among growth performance attributes ®

Traits A BW DG RG
raits - Ages 4 wks Bwks 12 wks 4-8wks  8-12wks  4-12wks __ 4-8wks 8-12wks 4-12wks
BW 4 wks -
8 wks 0.704** -
12wks 0.627** 0.835** -
DG 4-8wks 0.106™° 0.781** 0.617** -
8-12wks 0.281** 0.301** 0.777** 0.175** -
4-12wks 0.263** 0.672** 0.916** 0.710** 0.818** -
RG 4-8wks -0.682**  0.01™ -0. 042" 0.613** -0.083%  0.209** -
8-12wks -0.239**  -0.451**  0.0108"° -0.421** 0.702** 0.256** -0.11M
4-12wks -0.757**  -0.217**  0.014"S 0.361** 0.272%* 0.406** 0.866** 0.397** -

a: BW= Body weight, DG= Daily weight gain, RG= Relative growth rate,
NS= Not significant, ** P<0.001.



